
Wood-Ridge HS Celebrates Black History Month by Recognizing 
Influential African Americans 

  
1. Alvin Ailey 1931 – 1989 
 
Alvin Ailey was an African-American choreographer and activist who founded the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater and the Ailey School in New York City. He is credited with popularizing 
modern dance and revolutionizing African-American participation in 20th-century concert dance.  
 
 

 
2. MUHAMMAD ALI  1942 – 2016 
Muhammad Ali was an American professional boxer, activist, and 
philanthropist. Nicknamed "The Greatest", he is widely regarded as one 
of the most significant and celebrated sports figures of the 20th century 
and one of the greatest boxers of all time. 

 
3. MAYA ANGELOU 1928 – 2014 
Maya Angelou was an American poet, singer, memoirist, and civil rights activist. She 
published seven autobiographies, three books of essays, several books of poetry, and 
is credited with a list of plays, movies, and television shows spanning over 50 years.  
 

 
 

4. SHIRLEY CHISHOLM   1924 – 2005 
Shirley Anita Chisholm was an American politician, educator, and author. In 
1968, she became the first black woman elected to the United States Congress, 
and she represented New York's 12th congressional district for seven terms 
from 1969 to 1983.  
 

 
 
5. FREDERICK DOUGLASS  1818 – 1895 
Frederick Douglass was an American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and 
statesman. After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he became a national leader of the 
abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New York, gaining note for his oratory and 
incisive antislavery writings. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
6. DUKE ELLINGTON  1899 – 1974 
Edward Kennedy "Duke" Ellington was an American composer, pianist, and 
leader of a jazz orchestra, which he led from 1923 until his death over a career 
spanning more than fifty years.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
7. ARETHA FRANKLIN   1942 – 2018 
Aretha Franklin was one of the most iconic voices in music history and a brilliant 
artist. Over the course of her decades-long career, she inspired countless 
musicians and fans, and created a legacy that paved the way for a long line of 
strong female artists. Her most famous songs Natural Woman, RESPECT, & Say a 
Little Prayer 
 
 
 

 
8. JIMI HENDRIX  1942 – 1970 
James Marshall Hendrix was an American rock guitarist, singer, and songwriter. 
Although his mainstream career spanned only four years, he is widely regarded as one 
of the most influential electric guitarists in the history of popular music, and one of the 
most celebrated musicians of the 20th century. Songs include All Along the Watchtower 
& Purple Haze 

 

 

9. MICHAEL JACKSON   1958 – 2009 

Michael Joseph Jackson was an American singer, songwriter and dancer. 
Dubbed the "King of Pop", he is regarded as one of the most significant 
cultural icons of the 20th century and is also regarded as one of the 
greatest entertainers of all time. His songs include Thriller, Billy Jean, Beat 
It... 

 
 

10. QUINCYJONES  1933 
Quincy Delight Jones Jr., also known as "Q", is an American record 
producer, musician, composer, and film producer. His career spans six 
decades in the entertainment industry, a record 80 Grammy Award 
nominations, 27 Grammys, and a Grammy Legend Award in 1992.  

 



 

 

11. MICHAEL JORDAN  1963 
Michael Jeffrey Jordan, also known by his initials, MJ, is an American former 
professional basketball player. He played 15 seasons in the National Basketball 
Association for the Chicago Bulls and Washington Wizards. Jordan is also 
known for his product endorsements. He fueled the success of Nike's Air Jordan 
sneakers, which were introduced in 1984 and remain popular today.Jordan also 
starred as himself in the 1996 film Space Jam. In 2006, he became part-owner and 
head of basketball operations for the Charlotte Bobcats; he bought a controlling 

interest in 2010. In 2014, Jordan became the first billionaire player in NBA history. He is the third-richest 
African-American, behind Robert F. Smith and Oprah Winfrey. 

 

12. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.    1929 – 1968 Martin 
Luther King Jr. was an American Baptist minister and activist who 
became the most visible spokesperson and leader in the civil rights 
movement from 1954 until his assassination in 1968. On October 14, 
1964, King won the Nobel Peace Prize for combating racial inequality 
through nonviolent resistance. In 1965, he helped organize the Selma to 
Montgomery marches. The following year, he and the SCLC took the 
movement north to Chicago to work on segregated housing. In his final years, he expanded his focus to 
include opposition towards poverty and the Vietnam War.  

13. SUPREME COURT JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL  
1908 – 1993 Thurgood Marshall was an American lawyer, serving as 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States from October 1967 
until October 1991. Marshall was the Court's 96th justice and its first 
African-American justice.  

 
14. JESSE OWENS    1913 – 1980  James Cleveland "Jesse" Owens 
was an American track and field athlete and four-time Olympic gold medalist in 
the 1936 Games. Owens specialized in the sprints and the long jump and was 
recognized in his lifetime as "perhaps the greatest and most famous athlete in 
track and field history  

        15.  SIDNEY POITIER    1927 
Sir Sidney Poitier, KBE is a Bahamian-American actor, film director, author, 
and diplomat. In 1964, Poitier became the first Bahamian and first black 
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actor to win an Academy Award for Best Actor, and the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor for his role in 
Lilies of the Field.  

   16. JACKIE ROBINSON   1919 – 1972 
Jack Roosevelt Robinson was an American professional baseball player who 
became the first African American to play in Major League Baseball in the modern 
era. Robinson broke the baseball color line when the Brooklyn Dodgers started 
him at first base on April 15, 1947. 

 

17 SERENA WILLIAMS   1981  Serena Jameka 
Williams is an American professional tennis player. The Women's Tennis 
Association ranked her world No. 1 in singles on eight separate occasions 
between 2002 and 2017. She reached the No. 1 ranking for the first time on 
July 8, 2002.  

18. Barack Obama    1961 
Barack Hussein Obama II is an American attorney and politician who 
served as the 44th president of the United States from 2009 to 2017. A 
member of the Democratic Party, he was the first African American to be 
elected to the presidency. He previously served as a Senator from Illinois 
from 005 to 2008. 

19. OPRAH WINFREY    1954     Oprah Winfrey is an American media 
executive, actress, talk show host, television producer and philanthropist. She is 
best known for her talk show The Oprah Winfrey Show, which was the 
highest-rated television program of its kind in history and was nationally 
syndicated from 1986 to 2011 in Chicago. 

 
 

20. Booker T Washington     1856-1915 
Booker Taliaferro Washington was an American educator, author, orator, and 
advisor to presidents of the United States. Between 1890 and 1915, 
Washington was the dominant leader in the African-American community. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


